Black  Checkmates   White
natives add ierments extracted from the roots
of certain plants, to help the brewing. The
product is a thin, watery, nauseous gruel,
which serves for both food and drink. As a
beverage, it is hardly as alcoholic as the lightest
European beer, and very wholesome. The
natives can absorb enormous quantities of this
concoction, but after drinking for a day and a
half, without any needless intervals, they are
apt to get somewhat quarrelsome, and* then
tribal fights begin, and broken heads are sure
to result. It has been urged, however, that
these fights perform a useful function in clearing
the moral atmosphere of a kraal, and are a
convenient outlet for smouldering discontent.
A Kaffir beer-drink is equivalent to an English
Derby, a prize-fight, and a garden-party rolled
into one, and it is observed with much
ceremonial.
There is another kind of native beer, called
khadi or honey-beer, which is more potent than
the corn-beer, but, happily, honey is not so plenti-
ful as corn in Bechuanaland, so that the deadly
khadi is comparatively scarce. But the natives
have learned how to " mix their drinks," and
when the khadi is mixed with the corn-beer,
the result is delirious drunkenness, and natives
who have acquired this taste will barter every-
thing to get the white man's brandy.-
When, therefore, Khama called his young
men together and announced that the making
aad the sale of Kaffir beer was to stop, the con-
sternation can be imagined. It was puritanism
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